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     Idaho students keep pace with U.S. on national writing test 
  
Idaho fourth and eighth graders kept pace with their U.S. counterparts on 

a rigorous national writing test, according to scores released today for the 
National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP). 

  
“It is encouraging to see Idaho students keep up with their peers across 

the U.S.,” said Superintendent of Public Instruction Marilyn Howard. “We also 
see in these results a need to focus on improving the more advanced writing 
skills of our students to meet expectations for employment and higher education.” 

  
Howard said employers are demanding students be better prepared in 

writing and in the future the nation’s two major college entrance exams will be 
assessing the skill. 

  
“Our students demonstrate that the strong majority are learning the basic 

skills expected at each grade level,” Howard said. “In order for more students to 
perform at higher levels, they will need stronger backgrounds that include 
broader vocabularies, skill in organizing ideas, and rich literary experiences.” 
  

Spring 2002 was the first time Idaho students took the NAEP writing 
assessment. However, for more than 20 years, Idaho tested its 4th, 8th, and 11th 
grade students each year in writing through the state’s Direct Writing 
Assessment (DWA). This past year, the DWA was changed to 5th, 7th, and 9th 
grades. 

  
In both grades tested by NAEP, 84 percent of our students meet the 

writing standard of basic or better, which is comparable to Idaho’s standard of 
proficient on the DWA. The percentage of Idaho students scoring at the highest 
levels proficient and advanced – was slightly lower than their U.S. counterparts. 

  
NAEP asks students to demonstrate their ability to generate first-draft 

writing in three primary purposes of writing – narrative (tell a story), informational, 
and persuasive.  Students write to two different prompts and are given 25 
minutes for each. 
  

NAEP reports student-writing achievement in two ways: average scores 
and the percent of students falling into one of four performance levels: Advanced, 
Proficient, Basic, and Below Basic.  



 
 Complete results are available at http://www.sde.state.id.us/naep/.   

 
Findings from the 2002 data include: 
  

            Fourth grade writing 
  

The average score for Idaho fourth graders was not significantly different 
from their national counterparts in 2002, but the percentage of Idaho students 
who scored at the highest levels was lower than the national average.  
  
  

Fourth Grade Writing – National Assessment of Educational Progress 
  Average 

Score 
 Basic or better Proficient or better 

Idaho 2002 150 84% 22% 
U.S. 2002 153 86% 27% 
  
  
 Eighth grade writing 
  
 The average score for Idaho eighth graders was not significantly different 
from their national counterparts in 2002. The percentage of Idaho students who 
scored at or the high level was slightly lower than the nation. 
  

Eighth Grade Writing – National Assessment of Educational Progress 
  Average 

Score 
 Basic or better Proficient or better 

Idaho 2002 151 84% 29% 
U.S. 2002 152 84% 30% 
  
  
  Other findings from the NAEP release include: 

  
         Gender -- Idaho’s girls outperformed boys in both grades tested. The 

performance gap in the fourth grade was not significantly different from 
the national gap, but the gap in the eighth grade was wider than that of 
the nation. 

  
         Ethnicity -- Across the nation and Idaho, White students 

outperformed Hispanic students in fourth and eighth grade.  These 
performance gaps in Idaho were not significantly different from the 
nation. 
 

   



         Students living in poverty -- In both fourth and eighth grade, 
students who qualified for free or reduced lunch scored lower than their 
more affluent counterparts in Idaho and across the United States.  The 
gaps at both grade levels were narrower for Idaho than for the nation. 

  
         City vs. rural – The average scores for fourth and eighth graders 

living in Idaho’s central cities were higher than those for students 
living in rural areas.  About 60 percent of the fourth graders and 65 
percent of the eighth graders tested were from rural areas. 

  
Today’s release is the second of three NAEP releases this year. Scores 

from the 2002 NAEP Reading Assessment were released in July, and 2003 
NAEP Reading and Math results are expected in September. 

  
State and federal rules require Idaho schools to participate in NAEP, also 

known as the Nation’s Report Card, because it provides comparative results 
across the states. 
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